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 EAST ALLENTOWN RITTERSVILLE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION


P.O.BOX 1136, ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 18105


Web Site: Eastlehighearn,com
NEIGHBORHOOD PRESIDENT and EDITOR  DENNIS L. PEARSON 
 

 TEL. # (610) 434-1229...EMAIL: dpearson@enter.net

___________________________________________________________________________________
EARN operates in a geographical territory comprising  The 14th and 15th wards of Allentown ***  The membership of this neighborhood association is open to any individual resident, property owner, business, professional, industrialists, or representatives of non-profit organizations located within the neighborhood boundaries.
______________________________________________________________________
Next EARN Neighborhood Meeting --- Monday, March 21, 2011      7:00 PM, St. Peter's Evan. Lutheran Church, 1935 Hanover Avenue, Allentown, Pennsylvania 18109 …
EAST ALLENTOWN - RITTERSVILLE  is a great  place to live because we share a desire to live in a peaceful, clean and friendly neighborhood. Unfortunately, there are those who drive too fast, fail to clean up after their pets, or take care of their properties among other issues
____________________________________________________________
18105 The payment of dues or membership fees  is not required for being a member in good standing in EARN … However, your voluntary contributions are needed to support special neighborhood operations for 2011…Except for government support for newsletters we don’t receive government grants.  

Possible activities for 2011

· Project  Hass Christmas display

· Project Academia mini-grant  for High School seniors

· Project Star Gazer Science Fairs
· Neighborhood Yard Sale
Any amount you can give will be helpful in accomplishing these missions … Send donations to EARN, P.O. Box 1136, Allentown, PA.
THE EARN FRONTIER ENCOURAGES THE REPRODUCTION OF NONCOPYRIGHTED AND NON BYLINED CONTENTS FOUND WITHIN BY MEMBERS OF THE ELECTRONIC AND PRINT MEDIA IN THE NAME OF PROMOTING THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF OUR NEIGHBORHOOD'S ACTIVITIES. THE EARN FRONTIER IS A PUBLICATION OF THE EAST ALLENTOWN / RITTERSVILLE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION, INC. 

______________________________________________________
EARN MINUTES --- January 17, 2011 --- Summary
Michael C. Hefele, Allentown Director of Planning, was then introduced.  He made a statement and took questions from the members present.  

· To sum up there has been no real change in the Allentown State Hospital situation since the December meeting  between Mike Hefele and Scott Unger and Pearson and Schell. 

· The City has applied for a planning grant for a study on building use. It has not been acted on so there has been no progress to date.

· The state released twenty-nine acres to the Community and Economic Development Agency several years ago since they felt that the land near the east end of the property was unused.  There was to be a developer, but this has not occurred.  R. Scott Unger, the Executive Director of the Allentown Economic Development Corporation will be applying (or has applied) for an extension.

· An application has been filed for money for an environmental study.  This study may cover the buildings.

· The entire 200 acres is in the IG zoning district.

· There is a restriction—if the area is developed it must be age restricted (at or above 55 years of age) so as not to impact the schools.  

· A new zoning ordinance passed in the fall of 2010 allows for senior housing in an IG zone.

· .A request was made that we have people on the planning committee for this.  Hefele said he was not sure if there would be a committee.
· Other issues ---
· Noise is a problem at 11 p.m. to midnight at the nightclub (Club Horizon) in the Redner’s Shopping Center.  Some of the patrons go to the Top Diner afterwards and cause trouble.  It was suggested that the person needs to call the police.

· There is a problem with eighteen-wheelers coming in Kearney Street from Union Boulevard to get to the Redner’s Shopping Center.  It was noted that Midway Manor blocks such truck traffic by parking cars near the corners so that the trucks can’t turn.  

· It was noted that a left turn signal is needed for cars proceeding south on Front Street and wanting to turn left across the Tilghman Street Bridge.  Southbound traffic backs up badly at the spot.  

· There will be a possible widening of Allen Street and Quebec Street to allow access to the twenty-nine acres since the state did not want to allow access through the main drive.

·  It was suggested that we raise money with a garage sale.  Midway Manor does this and charges $10 a table ($8 for members).  Their cost is for advertising, approximately $150 to $200, and they make a net gain of $600.  They hold theirs the second Saturday in September.  It was suggested that we do the same, possibly the following weekend..

· Acting Secretary Schell cast a unanimous vote for the four nominated officers:  President Dennis Pearson, Vice President Bob Smith, Secretary David Schell, and Treasurer Bob Jacoby.  This was done.
__________________________________________________________________________-

EARN MINUTES - FEBRUARY 21 - Summary
Pearson reported that he had visited the Lieutenant Governor and various members of the General Assembly in Harrisburg since the last meeting.  He told them about the Allentown State Hospital situation.  He was told that they were aware of the situation and would monitor it.

Pearson reported that City Council members Mike D’Amore and Pete Schweyer and Julio Guridy were at the meeting at Midway Manor in which State Representatives were to discuss the situation at Allentown State Hospital  but were not able to attend due to legislative sessions in Harrisburg.

Pearson noted that the season is about to start on repairs on Hanover Avenue again and we may also have work on the Tilghman Street Bridge. ... In light of the disaster that occurred at 13th and Allen , Pearson noted that gas went into two homes last construction season when construction crews hit a gas line on Hanover Avenue.  This closed Hanover Avenue, putting traffic on Tilghman Street, which backed up across the bridge.  Bridge was closed temporarily due to fear of too much weight with traffic backed up across the bridge in both directions.  Luckily there was no explosion as the buildings were cleared before a spark could ignite the gas.

He reported that a business going into the former Emerson Electric building on Union Boulevard at Kiowa Street.  The business will involve furniture restoration.  The owner is going to fix up the building.  

Pearson noted that there has been another surprise from the Allentown School District.  Teachers from Allen complained about poor sports teams, and wanted to combine sports teams from Allen and Dieruff, particularly in football.  This may happen now due to the transfer of academic students to the former Kids Peace building at 4th and Allen (Sacred Heart School).  The school district has a 60% graduation rate from Allen and Dieruff.  The superintendent wants to change curriculum to switch students to an academic magnet school.  This proposal is being pushed by the PSSA program due to federal standards.  Last year several principals were to be fired due to lack of academic progress.  The school district transferred the principals rather than fire them, and put them to work planning for the magnet school.  

A member noted that the students graduating from the magnet school would officially graduate from Allen or Dieruff.  

Pearson noted that if they still don’t meet standards at Allen and Dieruff those schools could be closed.  They probably would just be renamed and kept open.  The schools will teach the Keystone Exit Test material.  They want students to get a high school diploma, but won’t be worth anything.  **
Pearson then introduced the three candidates, who were allowed to address the group: Wendy Brantley is an east side resident who is running for magisterial district judge.  She is a retired Allentown police officer and a part-time officer for Catasauqua She did community policing as officer and is also a sports coach;   Michael D’Amore is running for the same magisterial district judge position.  He has spent six years on City Council, the last four of them as Council President.  A lot of work done on City Council has been quality of life issues and keeping neighborhoods like they were.  He grew up in Irving Park;   Tino Babayan is running for the Democratic nomination for City Council.  He is the Head of the East Side Youth Club  Soccer Program and has been a coach for years.  He is a longtime east side resident.

A discussion ensued on possible gang activity in the area.  There has been gang “tagging” in Irving Park, including at the northeast corner of the park.  Some juveniles have been overheard discussing rumbles at the basketball court.  A question was raised about the city equipment that had been purchased to remove gang spray painting.  D’Amore noted that the spray doesn’t work below a certain temperature, but it is still available.  

Pearson said that we had several juveniles from the probation people to help box up the balloons and cords at the park.

It was suggested that the city add a turn right turn only lane eastbound on Union Boulevard approaching N. Irving Street. The two lanes of traffic narrow to one immediately after passing through the intersection.  The city has been questioned on this, but can’t be done since traffic would back up too far, block Halstead Street, and screw up the traffic patterns.  
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